
 
 

Press Release, Brussels, 17th November 2016 
 

 

‘The Winners of the 4th European Small and Mid-Cap Awards’ 

FESE and EuropeanIssuers in cooperation with the European Commission (DG GROW) are delighted to announce 
the winners of the 4th European Small and Mid-Cap Awards. 
 
The Awards were set up to highlight the best European Small and Mid-Sized Companies that have gained 
access to capital markets via an Initial Public Offering (IPO). These four companies, were chosen from 
amongst a very high standard of entries from across Europe.  
 

International Star 
 

Gränges is a leading global supplier of rolled products for brazed aluminium heat 
exchangers. The company develops, produces and markets advanced materials 
that enhance efficiency in the customer manufacturing process and the 
performance of the final products; brazed heat exchangers. 

Gränges is a Swedish company listed on Nasdaq.  

Rising Star 
 

Oncodesign is a biotechnology company that maximises the pharmaceutical 
industry’s chances of success in discovering new therapeutic molecules to fight 
cancer and other serious illnesses with no known effective treatment.   

Oncodesign is a French company listed on Euronext.  

Star of Innovation 
 
Immunovia AB’s strategy is to decipher the wealth of information in blood and 
translate it into clinically useful tools to diagnose complex diseases such as 
cancer, earlier and more accurately than previously possible. 

Immunovia is a Swedish company listed on Nasdaq.  

Star of 2016 
 

Applegreen is the number one motorway service area operator in the Republic 
of Ireland where it has a motor fuel market share of approximately 12%. 

Applegreen is an Irish company listed on the Irish Stock Exchange. 

 

 

 

 

http://business.nasdaq.com/
https://www.euronext.com/
http://business.nasdaq.com/
http://www.ise.ie/
http://applegreenstores.com/ie/
http://www.granges.com/
http://www.oncodesign.com/en
http://immunovia.com/


 
 
 
The Federation of European Securities, EuropeanIssuers and the European Commission are proud to have 
established these annual Awards together.  
 
Deirdre Somers, President of FESE said: “The Awards are an excellent opportunity to allow exchanges to focus 
on what is important to the economy overall - the companies. Exchanges are dedicated to supporting small 
and mid-cap companies in helping them fulfil their funding requirements by supporting them through the IPO 
process. The companies nominated for these Awards serve as an example of the positive benefits that can be 
gained from equity financing.” 
 

Luc Vansteenkiste, Chairman of EuropeanIssuers said: “Efficient capital markets help quoted  companies grow. 
Thanks to proper financing,  these companies  can invest long term  in research and development, new 
facilities and new jobs.  Therefore we strongly believe that these markets are crucial to fuel the economy and 
create wealth. Today ‘s awards ceremony highlights the best European small and mid-sized companies having 
gone through an Initial Public Offering. Candidates came from  different sectors and countries around Europe. 
We are pleased to recognise their performance and optimism in the future particularly  in the current 
uncertain environment.” 
 

Irmfried Schwimann, Deputy Director General of DG GROW added: "Creating growth and jobs is the key priority 
of the European Commission. We need a vibrant and innovative SME community to achieve this. However, 
access to finance remains one of the biggest problems for SMEs. Therefore, the Commission has recently 
enforced its efforts to foster capital market access for SMEs. The Capital Markets Union project and the 
upcoming Start-up and Scale-up Initiative demonstrate our commitment. This fourth edition of the European 
Small- and Mid-Cap Awards is a joyful moment. It shows the quality, ingenuity and ambition of enterprises 
we have in Europe. We take this as a reassurance that, together with our SME community and dedicated 
partners such as EuropeanIssuers and FESE, we can achieve so much more if we properly implement the 
measures we have now designed."



 
 
Further information for the Editor: 

 

Second and third place were awarded to:  
International Star 
Second place: Focus Home Interactive (France) 
Third place: Robit (Finland) 

Rising Star 
Second place: VIGO System (Poland) 
Third place: GRENERGY RENOVABLES (Spain) 
Star of Innovation 
Second place: Detection Technology (Finland) 
Third place: Bone Therapeutics (Belgium) 

Star of 2016 

Second place: Kainos Group (UK) 
Third place: INCLAM (Spain) 
 
The Awards Jury 
The winners were chosen by an independent jury:  

 Detlef Fechtner, EU Correspondent, Börsen-Zeitung 

 Jean-Pierre Paelinck, President and Secretary General, World Federation of Investors  

 Turid Elisabeth Solvang, co-Founder & Managing Director, Norwegian Institute of Directors & President of ecoDa 
(the European Confederation of Directors Associations).  

 Phaedon Tamvakakis, Vice Chairman, Alpha Trust Investment Services 

 James Wood, Small Cap Specialist, Winterflood Securities 

 
About FESE 
The Federation of European Securities Exchanges (FESE) represents 36 exchanges in equities, bonds, derivatives and 
commodities through 20 full members from 30 countries, as well as one Affiliate Member and one Observer Member. 
For further information please visit www.fese.eu. 

 

About EuropeanIssuers 
EuropeanIssuers is a pan-European organisation representing the interests of publicly quoted companies across 
Europe to the EU Institutions. We seek capital markets that serve the interests of their end users, including issuers. For 
more information, please visit www.europeanissuers.eu. 

 
About the European Commission 
The Directorate-General for Internal Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and SMEs (DG GROW) of the European 
Commission develops and implements a range of policies to improve access to finance for SMEs in the EU. SMEs are 
critical to European economic recovery and to accomplishing the EU’s goals of job creation, competitiveness and 
growth. For more information, please visit http://ec.europa.eu/growth/access-to-finance_en. 
 

For further information please contact: 

 
FESE:  
Tracey Roberts 
Communications & Policy Adviser  
Tel: +32 2 551 01 87 
roberts@fese.eu  
   

EuropeanIssuers:  
Florence Bindelle  
Secretary General  
Tel: +32 2 289 25 71 
florence.bindelle@europeanissuers.eu 

European Commission: 
Dr. Joachim SCHWERIN 
Principal Economist 
European Commission, GD Internal 
Market, Industry, Entrepreneurship and 
SMEs (GD GROW) 
Tel: +32 2 299 87 62 
joachim.schwerin@ec.europa.eu  
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